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The proposal I would like to make is to open a portion of the
216-220 MHz band, if allocated to the Amateur service, to the
weak-signal SSB and CW users. The ARRL apparently did not consid-
er this in submitting their proposal to the FCC.

Ideally, A 1 or 2 MHz segment, or maybe a little less spec-
trum should be allocated in the 218-22¢0 MHz region of the pro-
posed allocation. It could and should be shared with fixed packet
and auxiliary services, but it would be nice if 300-500 kHz could
be exclusively SSB and CW type operations. It could be in the
216-218 MHz area, but would be better in the 218-220 MHz area to
minimize the impact of being close to TV channel 13. More on that
later. It also would be less difficult, financially and techni-
cally, to modify existing equipment to go down only two MHz
rather than four MHz.

To protect other services using this spectrum, namely the
Waterway radio services on the great rivers of the Midwest, I
propose that there be guard bands set up around waterways where
these services are used. It should apply to any non-fixed systems
whether they be weak signal, packet radio, or auxiliary services.
(Non-fixed defined here as any operation not designed to communi-
cate between two specific points on a permanent basis.)

Here's a possible suggestion: (Based on personal experience.)

Distance to waterway Operating restrictions
@-25 miles No operation authorized.
25-35 miles 25 watts max. power output.
35-50 miles 58 watts max. power output.
More than 50 miles No additional restrictions.
Mobile stations No operation authorized within
50 miles.

It would also be a good idea to impose ERP limits on fixed
links to facilitate re-use of frequencies in this segment.

Now, let's look at some other good reasons why this weak
signal authorization is needed.

1. The weak signal operators are the people doing most of, the
experimenting that is 'advancing the state of the radio art'® on
any of the VHF bands. The circuits and techniques tested in the
hamshack are the ones that appear in tomorrow's commercial and
military radio equipment. Numerous examples of circuits developed
over the years by hams have proven themselves over and over again
in public safety, on the battlefield, in space, or even on the
kitchen table. By not giving spectrum space to these people, it
makes this sort of experimentation difficult. Nobody has 1lost
more in the reallocation of 220-222 MHz than the experimenters.
Their expertise will be needed to build good commercial equipment
for this new segment of the VHF bands.

2. The weak signal operators are among the few people left in
the Amateur service that still build a lot of their own equip-
ment. This may not sound like a good reason, but it strongly
supports the points made in #1 above.

3. Weak signal operators are among the best disciplined
operators due to the weak signals they often work with. They
generally show considerable discipline when it comes to using
high power, avoiding interference, and Xkeeping most of their
signal going in the desired direction rather than all over. This









